. THHE TIMIS - DISPATOH: KIUEMOND, VA, BUNDAY, AUGUST TI 'IJ12

| Some Pictures of Night Life In the S]lums of Panama

Y JOHN ELFHETH WATKINS,
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What proved for o time to he the |
meost  pucnsarful soa serpant hoax on
record; dccording to Inr. WGill o'ns per-
petrated i Neaw York by a pasudos
solentint, Dr, ‘Albert 0 Koeh, In 1345
He sxhibited on Broadway the skelaton
allngrd fossll monster whioh he
named the “hyvdrarcnos’ or “sea King
Tha romains, Ineluding the head and
vertohrps, measured no less than 114
fent aver all, and the penple of New
York, as well ns ﬂr other Amarican
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Flalierles Nurenu unis Monster.

The Federal Buroau of Fisherlos hasg
bheen hunting the ‘sen serpenl aver
flnee It was founded, Ite second afficer
in command, Dr, Hugh M. smithUnitod
Statea deputy commissioner fish-
erics, told me vesterday how he hns
npoersonally followed to their Inlrs two
or three of the most horrible of these
crantures,

One wasa a monster found drifting
HOMe Years ngo In Nantuckst Sound,
in the vieinity of Hyannis, Mass. It
having heen deseribed at great length
By the Boston papers, Dr, 8mith, then
&t the fisheries lahoratory at Woada
Hale, nearby, pracesded to inyvestigate
it

He sayas he found the maonster in a
marsh, where It had lodged after hav-
Ing beon turnod adrift by the finher-
men who had eaught It, It waa hoth
horrible and grotesque to behold, In-
Aend—a-lnrge, badly drcompoasd shark,
whoss skin had fallen away from paria
of the fAng, leaving only atumps, which
suggented feotl,

|of lte behavior hef

The socond sen serpent invastleated

by Dr. Emith was, He exhihited
Hpon o pier at Atlaniic Civy in Juls,

1004 It was advertised As a gepulne
ren serpent,”’ and = tinnal accounts
Iing A victim
to. the hrave fisharmen who caught 1t
were published, Dr. Smith found it tn
congist af an .r'l]'u-: fert skeleton, ahout
ten and onn-half feet lone, stretohed
at full'length upon a plank. The parts
prazant ware & shull, stumps of fins
and a Yackbone, which, with n short
gactlon missing from the tall end, con-
1 A 874 vertebras. The creatiirs agi-
peared ro. hideoua and monstrous to
soma  Acribas nesigned tb the story
that they hintéd In thelr papers that
the “serpsnt™ wis not a bona-fide, hut
A manufnotured product

Dr. 8mith discoversed that the rar:
cars had been snagged by o lina fsh-
erman o few miles off Atluntlc iy
But, as the spoelmien win aopnving Aal-
traction, 1t could ant he obtpined Tor
frudy. However, e, Smilth' Wad made
o sorles of drawings ana photngr
of detalled portions of the gkeleton,
and thasd, with several vertabras, he

ouphl ta the Smithsonlan Institution
and submitted 'to Dr. Gll, the above-
quoted, who t no thm« 'n 14
the “manste n5 4 thre

hey shark

Tho third monster investizated |-.-,-f
Dr. Smith was n huge, serpentiiles |

cranturs seen flosting in Long Islay

Eound someé summers age, By thous- |
ands of axourslonists. It proved to he|

the enrenss of n hugs pythen, wh'el
had died on board n ship from the
East Indles, After having been skinn-
ed, It wis thrown averhboard,

Sen Serpent’s Enemiex W enkenlng,

While scientists are not in accord on
the quéstion, Dr. Smith thin that
Eome clreumstintinl evidenca recently
gathered “will perhaps weaken the hoe-
ltet of some intetligent persans, wha
have heretofore denled the posalhiilty
of the exlstence at this day of maorine
monsters comparable to those of gen-
logloal times.*

However, this may be, he sald, thers
are now In the sean woll Xnown mem-
bers of the Nsh class lulge enmigh Lh
ho regarded nd monsters and to wfford
the bupls of Some son Esrpent stories
Among these are not only the big
sharks mentioned by Dr. G but sueh
crentures an the slutellke, bat-shapod,
two-harned “davil-fsh' or “ocenn vam-
AMre a glant ray, <hlch ventures as
far north in Atlantle walers as Cape
May, and which attains n welght of slx
Ltons, also a breadth of thirty fest: the
ocean sunfish, of both Aglantle and
Paoclfic waterd, found welshing s
mueh as 1,800 pounds; the “tunpa’
"great tunny' or “horse mackerel"
also of both oceans, whioh remchos
1,600 pounds in welght, and fftean fect
in length; the sawfsh, which grows to
be over tweonly feot long.

Such of thesa creatures ns scienee
has sSeen have been found dead or dving
at the surface of the water, and zoolo-
gigta have shown no activity |n finding
thelr lairs,

“Thin asuggeata,” gald Dr, Smith, *‘how
fragmentiry must be our knowledge of

|1
John Elfrath Wat-] I
nd' give foundation t

Sen Serpent Montl.

he has obtadned evii

trsing |

par excdllenoe
itlons wper off
W, two In Odtober and r

of thess mnnsters

‘I.-f: 1o tho sea honr

new fall goads are beginning
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You are m\'llt-rl to drap in and look around,
salesmen are courteous and well mfnrmm
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